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WE ARE BUILDING 
MORE THAN STORIES 

We Are Building 
More than Stories is a 
fundraising campaign 
aimed at purchasing a 
first building to lodge 
people in need. We 
will do this by telling 
stories through a social 
media movement.  

With the help of vibrant, electric, black and white, pop art urban 
photography by Fernando Sequieros, We Are Building More than 
Stories tells different stories of seven people who have lived on 
Montreal’s streets for many years: Jacques, Henry, Enrick, Michael, 
Jerome, James, Peter and Annisee. They want to show you their 
best smile, giving you a warm, generous inside look at their own 
stories. Ultimately, they want to have a roof over their heads.

We would like YOU, the public, to tell us the end of their 
stories. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, 
to tell us the end of his/her story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, 
$8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. 
Foundation to provide suitable housing, mental health, 
and employment services for the homeless and other 
underprivileged people, and give them food, clothing, 
and an opportunity to get an education.



CHANGING A LIFE 
IS EASY. DONATE!
 

Meet Enrick, a young man 
between 25 and 30 years of 
age. Though he may look 
cheerful for the camera, 
his daily life is anything but 
happy. He’s been living on 
Montreal’s streets for over 
a year. 

Enrick has no siblings, no parents. He sometimes drinks alcohol and smokes marijuana. Worse, Enrick has no 
shelter, no home. All he has is a knapsack. Does he eat anything at all? As we know, some homeless people go 
for days, weeks, or months without nourishment. Fortunately for Enrick, we had food to offer him while we were 
shooting photos. 

He doesn’t say much when we ask him questions. What can he be hiding from us? Is he too embarrassed 
or scared to tell us what bothers him? Although Enrick is discreet, he always has a pen and diary at the ready. 
This suggests he has a hidden talent—a talent that certainly turns a negative experience into something positive. 

What could Enrick be writing about? A poem? A childhood memory? A song? His street life? A dream about 
something better? Or could Enrick be drawing a picture? One thing is sure: He could have been an artist, a 
poet, songwriter, or writer in another life. If we could only help him, he might have an aspiring career right now. 

You now know part of Enrick’s story. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, to tell us 
the end of his story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. 
Foundation to provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, and employment 
services for the homeless and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them reintegrate into society to 
become responsible citizens like you and me. 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this fundraising campaign. 



This is Enry, a quiet fifty-something 
Montrealer who usually sleeps in the same 
area of town. We met Enry on a beautiful, 
sunny day. He looked scruffy and serene 
when we photographed him.

Enry is a French Quebecer; he speaks little English. 
It’s difficult to have a conversation because of his 
limited vocabulary. Nevertheless, he told us a bit 
about himself. 

He’s been living on the city streets for two years. 
Like most homeless or underprivileged people, 
Enry regularly asks people for money. Though 
some citizens heed Enry’s call, he has a hard 
time getting by most days. He doesn’t eat much. 

Today, however, we gave him fruit to eat and 
            water to drink.

But when Enry isn’t drinking water, he has a bottle of liquor next to him. Beyond the scruffy and serene look, 
is this gentleman an alcoholic? Might alcohol be Enry’s way to escape misery? 

You now know part of Enry’s story. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, to tell us the 
end of his story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. 
Foundation to provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, and employment 
services for the homeless and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them reintegrate into society 
to become responsible citizens like you and me. 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this fundraising campaign. 

PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS: 
A QUIET, ALCOHOLIC LIFE...
REALLY? A BETTER LIFE 
AHEAD? CERTAINLY!



A CANADIAN 
CITIZEN SEARCHES 
FOR SOMETHING NORMAL

 

James was born and raised in Haiti. 
He came to Canada as a child. Sadly, he 
doesn’t have family here or back home. 

Like many other homeless or underprivileged 
people we met, James has been living on Montreal’s 

streets for two years. We normally find him lying on cardboard in the 
Chinatown district—a place where tourists, businesspeople, and residents converge every day. In 

James’s case, he lives in an alleyway, accustomed to the daily traffic noise.

James is a reserved soul. However, as we continued to talk to him, he opened himself to us and told us his story. 
This thirty-six-year-old used to have a regular job and go to school. “I was doing something good for myself,” he said. 
Unfortunately, financial difficulties got a hold of him, making him unable to finish his postsecondary studies in urban 
planning. In addition, James had many health problems because of malnutrition. Today, he drank some juice and 
ate fruit. 

When James heard about We Are Building More than Stories, he was ecstatic. Without hesitation, he gave us 
permission to take photos. 

Despite a difficult life, we discovered one of James’s many talents: he enjoys writing. Perhaps he’s writing about 
his ideal life. 

“If I had a normal life, I would work and live in better conditions,” he confessed. This was hard to hear, since such 
a life should be typical for everyone. What a heartfelt confession! 

You now know part of James’s story. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, to tell us the end 
of his story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. Foundation 
to provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, and employment services for the 
homeless and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them reintegrate into society to become 
responsible citizens like you and me.  

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this fundraising campaign. 



It had been only ten days 
since Jerome got out of 
jail. He had served a 
twelve-year sentence. 

This slender, forty-two-year-old man 
lives in Montreal’s Plateau—Mont-Royal 
borough, located in the city’s central district. Although he has family, he doesn’t 
want to bother anyone until his life has improved. 

When we met Jerome on this day, he had wandered the streets, asking people for money to take the subway and 
buy clothing. Ultimately, he wanted to find a job. Sadly, as is customary, many passers-by ignore his requests. Might 
some people think he’s simply addicted to begging for money? “Finding a job after jail time is hard,” Jerome told us, 
adding that he slept in foster homes. “I’ll find an apartment when I have found work,” he assured us.

As if homelessness and begging for money weren’t enough, we learned that Jerome was HIV positive. Despite his 
illness, he’s still hoping for a better life. 

To lend Jerome a hand, he asked if we could give him our contact information. He reciprocated. We assured him we 
would get in touch with him as soon as the F.I.S.H. Foundation completed its building construction. Like most people 
we met, Jerome wanted us to take photos of him after describing the We Are Building More than Stories campaign. 
But after a few photo shoots, Jerome became uncomfortable and asked us not to take any more pictures. 

You now know part of Jerome’s story. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, to tell us 
the end of his story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. 
Foundation to provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, and employment services 
for the homeless and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them reintegrate into society to become 
responsible citizens like you and me. 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this fundraising campaign. 

POWER OF DONATING 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT:
GIVING BACK TO PEOPLE 
RELEASED 
FROM JAIL

 



Michael was sleeping when we took 
pictures of him.

He’s a quiet, unwell man between his sixties and 
seventies. Like some people in his age bracket, 
Michael’s eyesight is poor. We gave him fruit and 
asked him some questions. He didn’t answer. 

It didn’t take long before we bid Michael good-bye 
and left.

You now know part of Michael’s story. We 
are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, 
to tell us the end of his story. Kindly donate $1, 
$2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—
to allow F.I.S.H. Foundation to provide suitable 
housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, 
and employment services for the homeless and 
other underprivileged people. Let’s help them 
reintegrate into society to become responsible 
citizens like you and me. 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing 
this fundraising campaign. 

WOULD 
YOU 
GIVE 
MICHAEL 
ANY 
POCKET 
CHANGE, 
EVEN 
IF HE 
DIDN’T 
ASK? 

 



YOUR LITTLE POCKET CHANGE 
GOES A LONG WAY: HELP 
US GIVE JACQUES 
A SECOND CHANCE

Jacques has been homeless since 
September 2014. In late June 2015, we met 
him at René-Lévesque and Hôtel-de-Ville, just 
east of Montreal’s St. Laurent Boulevard.

He gets around town with a cane, knapsack, and 
water bottle. 

Unlike some people we met, Jacques has a family. Here’s 
the catch: Family members live in various areas of Quebec, 
and Jacques prefers not to get in touch with them. He was 
born in Montreal and raised by a French-Canadian mother 
as well as an English-Canadian father. 

Before winding on Montreal’s streets, Jacques worked 
as a publisher and baker. But Jacques eventually faced 
problems—it’s unclear which ones—and went to jail a 
few times. Since being released, he has found finding 
jobs difficult.

We discovered something attention-grabbing during our 
conversation: he was bisexual, or at least bi-curious. He 
was always attracted to women, but most intercourse was 
with men. “Since having sex with men, it’s been hard to 
take interest in women,” he said. He jokingly added, 
“Men should be like women, for I like women.”  

We met Jacques on Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day, a day most 
Quebecers celebrate every June 24. He hadn’t eaten since 
dawn. At about six o’clock, people would usually drop by 
and give Jacques something to eat. But he had no such 
luck. “Today was a hard day!” Jacques moaned. “I thought 
Quebecers would pitch in and help people like me on a day 
like this.” Fortunately, we had fruit and water for him. Owing 
to bad dental health, he couldn’t eat anything hard. 

Worse, Jacques never knew where he would spend the 
night. “If spaces are available at the Old Brewery Mission, 
I’ll sleep there,” he said. “Otherwise, I’ll find another shelter 
or sleep on the streets.”

On top of this, Jacques developed liver problems. Most of 
them have no cure; Jacques experiences much belly pain 
several times. 

Perhaps a silver lining is on the horizon: To help Jacques 
make some ends meet, the provincial government offers 
him financial aid. Unfortunately, the aid Jacques receives 
can’t provide him with suitable housing or the ability to live 
a normal life. “If I had the chance, I’d go back to work and 
live a normal life,” he said. “At least I’m surviving,” 
he uncomplainingly concluded. 

Isn’t this a powerful story? Jacques certainly 
has a second chance. We are asking YOU, the 
citizens around the world, to tell us the end of his 
story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any 
amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. Foundation to 
provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, 
education, and employment services for the homeless 
and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them 
reintegrate into society to become responsible citizens 
like you and me.  

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this 
fundraising campaign.



Meet Peter and Annisee. 
They’ve been in a relationship 
for a long time. 

Annisee declined to talk about her life. Peter, however, spoke profusely, not giving us time to catch our breath 
or ask questions. Here’s his story.

Peter has been homeless since 2000. He’s been in and out of jail during the same period. Peter’s family 
members live fifty kilometres away from Montreal, but he doesn’t have any contact with them. At forty-two years 
of age, Peter looks healthy and is full of tattoos—some of them he got while incarcerated. In the past, however, 
he had many problems with marijuana and alcohol, costing him several jobs. Fifteen years after his liberation, 
Peter still has difficulty finding work.

Most underprivileged and homeless people ask for money, usually as a way to buy food. This couple was no 
exception. We gave Peter and Annisee fruit to eat.

Like most people we met, Peter was happy to hear about our campaign. “This is a great project! And you’re a 
good man!” he said to our photographer. 

As we talked to Peter, Annisee was sitting calmly and listening, always smiling when Peter smiled. What might 
Annisee have been thinking while Peter spoke about his misfortunes, his new life? What might Annisee’s life had 
been like? Could we have pointed out similarities between Peter’s life and hers, or might the stories have been 
completely different? Did Peter and Annisee find a roof? Do they now have a job?

You now know part of Peter’s story. We are asking YOU, the citizens around the world, to tell the 
end of his story. Kindly donate $1, $2, $5, $8, $10, or more—any amount you can—to allow F.I.S.H. 
Foundation to provide suitable housing, mental health, food, clothing, education, and employment 
services for the homeless and other underprivileged people. Let’s help them reintegrate into society 
to become responsible citizens like you and me. 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially auditing this fundraising campaign. 

GIVE US YOUR POCKET 
CHANGE TO PROVIDE SHELTER 
AND EMPLOYMENT TO PETER 

 AND ANNISEE. 



CONTACT US

Ms. Mireille Chéry, CEO-Founder

F.I.S.H. Corporation Foundation
460, 19e Avenue, Suite 210
Montreal, Quebec H8S 3S2
CANADA

1 514 670-7004

e-mail:
population@fishcorporation.org

The F.I.S.H. Foundation’s mission is to provide a 
roof and a bed to all people struggling with poverty 
and homelessness through real estate acquisition, 
supported by its social reintegration program 
“Covering Yourself!”

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton is officially 
auditing this fundraising campaign and all funds are
placed in trust.

WE NEED 
YOU TO 
GIVE A 
GREAT 
ENDING!
 


